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Nottinghamshire County Local Involvement Network (LINk) 
Executive Board Minutes

4th September 2009, 10am – 12:30, Friends Meeting House, Mansfield
	Present
	In Attendance

	Jane Stubbings (JS) 
Vanessa Gent (VG)

Mark Hunter (MH)

John Kerry (JK)


Jean Lewis (JL)

Barbara Venes (BV)

Wayne Sherwood (WS)

Sandra Horton (SH)

Mick Warner (MW)
Glen Swanwick (GS)
	Sharon Neal – Team Leader (SN)

Katy Jeffery – Community Engagement Worker (KJ)

Inderpal Dhillon – Community Engagement Worker (ID)

Lyn Williams (LW)

Julie Bryant (JB)

Lucy Peel (LP)
Mick Rimington (MR)

Katie Moore (KM)

Penny Spice (PS)

Paul Roach (PR)

Ian Hutton (IH)




	Item No.
	Agenda Item
	Decisions made / Actions
	By whom / when

	1
	Apologies
	
	

	
	Tom Turner, Shirley Inskip, Emma Ducker, Paul Sanguinazzi
	
	

	2
	Matters Arising From Previous Minutes
	
	

	
	JL said that her issue regarding a scheme by Red Cross for carers across Nottinghamshire North/East was not minuted.
	Minutes approved
	

	3
	Budget
	
	

	
	PR discussed the current financial status of the LINk and talked through the expenditure report. 
	Budget to be distributed to Board with 4th Sept minutes. Latest financial details will be available from the 20th of each month. 
	

	
	JL and WS gave the group feedback from their meeting with Rob Gardiner regarding the LINk budget. They raised concerns about the original combined bid by the Carers Federation and more so about the distribution of funding. 
	
	

	
	Discussion regarding underspend bids. LW said that bids had not been received for this financial year. 
	SN to discuss with Rob Gardiner
	

	
	WS raised concerns over the LINk support team premises. 
	
	

	4
	Joint Work plan
	
	

	
	 IH made a presentation about work planning and creating an overall work plan on top of that which the LINk has done which is compliant with KPIs and also creating a strategy for the next year along with the financial planning. The benefit of this document would be making the LINks work more transparent to the public. 

The plan should include planned outcomes. 
	 Group to meet to populate work plan
	 

	5
	CEW and Team Leader update
	
	

	
	Sharon Neal was introduced as the new Team Leader.
	
	

	
	CEW update was distributed in hard copy to the Board. A discussion took place regarding the allocation of the resources between City and County LINks 
MH, as a non-geographical member, would like to meet with all CEWs and TL to discuss a more County wide engagement strategy. 
	CEWs to arrange meeting to engagement strategy and then meet with Exec Board members for their input. 
	

	
	VG asked if contact details could be shared with geographical board members but was told that all correspondence with LINk participants must come through the LINk support team because of possible breaches of Data Protection Act. 
	
	

	
	Group informed that short listing for Bassetlaw post had taken place and interviews would be taking place shortly. 
	
	

	
	The group were informed that Kath Soanes (LINks Operation Manager) had resigned from the LINk for personal reasons.
	
	

	6
	Task and Finish Groups Update
	
	

	
	It was asked if the Issues Panel could cluster similar issues so that Task and Finish groups could pick up on new issues that might be related to their work.

IH said that some issues should be kept so that they might be used in next years work plans. MW suggested that urgent issues should be prioritised and incorporated into the current workplan but issues were raised about the feasibility due to resources. It would be an issues for the Issues Panel to discuss. JK suggested that PCTs and NHS Trusts should be encouraged to work more with the LINk and issues sent to them to help with more immediate action.  
	Issues Panel to categorise issues. 
	

	7
	Nottinghamshire County Council Carer Demonstrator Sites
	
	

	
	Presentation by Penny Spice about pilot scheme for carers. 
	PS to be added to respite for carers T&F group. 
	

	8
	Feedback from Away Day
	
	

	
	JS gave feedback from the Away Day held on 19th August at Park Inn. It was agreed that there should be a follow up to the day with a ½ day session to discuss report by Beth and assign actions. 
	Arrange ½ day follow up for Away Day in October. 
	

	
	A social event was suggested to help members of the board and the team find out more about each other.  
	
	

	9
	Service providers and Commissioners update
	
	

	
	Short discussion regarding same sex accommodation. KM said that even though there may be shared accommodation in emergency wards, this was very short term whilst waiting for treatment which was within government guidelines.  
	 
	

	10
	Other Items
	
	

	
	a) Communication and Engagement Working Group Chair
Sandra Horton, Chair of the Communications group was thanked for her recent hard work around communications. 

VG presented information regarding ideas for a LINks annual conference and also a format for roadshows that could take place around the county. Hard copies were distributed for consideration by the board and ideas could be fed into workplan.

JS asked that members send any requests regarding events in their area directly to Sandra for discussion in the Comms meetings. 
	
	

	
	b) Monthly geographical meetings update
All CEWs had met with geographical representatives to discuss engagement.
	
	

	
	c) Presentation on Putting People First
	LW to arrange presentation
	

	
	d) Representation on NHS Nottinghamshire County Mental Health for Older People PPI Groups
	
	

	11
	Any Other Business
	
	

	
	VG asked that if anyone heard of publications that the LINk could advertise in, then let Sandra or Vanessa know.
	Contact Clive Thomas at NCC for County News 
	

	
	JS asked if issues regarding transport could be forwarded to her. 
	
	

	
	MR Not attending 2/10 meeting. 

MW will not be attending NOV meeting.
	
	

	
	JK asked if in the future presentations could be kept outside of Executive Board as it reduced time for LINks business discussion time. As some presentations are necessary for the group, the idea was suggested that meetings could be extended by 30mins. 
	
	

	12
	Date and Venue of Next Meeting
	
	

	
	2nd October 2009, 10am – 12.30pm, Top Valley Community Centre. 
	
	


Minutes taken by the LINk Team 

Unit E2, Southglade Business Park, Cowlairs, Off Hucknall Road, Nottingham, NG5 9RA 

Tel: 01159 754647

E-mail links@carersfederation.co.uk  
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